
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1159 August 13,1909 

another thorough test of this treatment is being made along the lines 
upon which it was carried out by him. 

SUMMARY. 

1. Since segregation was begun in the Philippine Islands in May, 
1906, the incidence of the disease has decreased over 50 per cent. 

2. That of all the treatments tried, the X-ray is the only one which 
produced a cure, and that as yet it is suitable for specially selected 
cases only. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health a*nd Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Cal. — Plague-prevention work at San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Point Richmond, and in Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties, Cal. 

Surgeon Blue reports: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, January 30, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: October 23, 1908. 

Week ended July 24, 1909. 

Sick inspected 2 

Plague 

Dead inspected 84 

Plague. .i 

Premises inspected 2, 179 

Houses disinfected 26 

Houses destroyed .' 4 

Nuisances abated 194 

Rats found dead 17 

Rats trapped 1, 830 

Total rats taken 1, 847 

Rats identified : 

Mus norvegicus 1, 328 

Mus rattus 48 

Mus musculus 441 

Mus alexandrinus 16 

Total 1,833 

Rats identified as to sex: 

Male 649 

Female 680 

Total 1, 329 

Rats examined bacteriologically 986 

Poisons placed 156, 218 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. (EXCLUSIVE OP OAKLAND). 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, Sunol, July 27, 1909. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: Found, Altamont, July 16, 1909 
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Week ended July 24. 

Dead inspected 62 

Plague 

Necropsies held 5 

Plague-infected ground squirrel obtained from the following place: 

July 16, 1909. 

Altamont 1 

History of plague case at Sunol, Alameda County, Cal. 

Doctor Blue reports, August 4, in confirmation of telegraphic 
reports of August 2 and 4, relative to plague case which occurred 
July 27: 

The patient, aged 13 years, is the son of a well-to-do Portuguese 
farmer of Sunol, Cal. The family owns 2 ranches — one near the 
town of Sunol and the other about 10 miles east of that place. It is 
believed that the infection was received on the latter ranch. 

The investigation which followed showed an intimate association 
with ground squirrels. The boy gave the history of having shot 
and handled a number of these rodents 5 days before he was taken 
sick. Several sick squirrels were also observed at that time. 

A physician was called in July 27 and had the patient removed 
July 29 to a hospital in Oakland for surgical treatment. The nature 
of the disease was not suspected until the axillary glands had been 
excised and examined. The prognosis is grave. 

The case emphasizes the necessity for the exercise of the utmost 
vigilance to prevent the reinfection of the rat populations of San 
Francisco and Oakland through the medium of cases originating in 
the country. 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Date of last case of human plague: Sickened, July 17, 1908. 
Date of last case of rodent plague: Trapped, December 1, 1908. 

Week ended July 24- 

Dead inspected 31 

Plague 

Necropsies held 3 

Premises inspected 523 

Premises reinspected 217 

Premises cleaned 68 

Garbage cans installed 22 

Places rat-proofed 1 

Nuisances abated 90 

Rats found dead 25 

Rate trapped 804 

Rate identified: 

Mus norvegicus 827 

Mus rattus 2 

Mus musculus 21 

Total 850 

Ground squirrels caught 252 

Rate examined bacteriologically .■ 829 

Plague rate 

Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically 252 

Plague squirrels 



